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Stops Nazis, Proves Doc Wrong Colchester Soldier| Given |-

Allied Headquarters, Naples, April §

had to be left behind.

| “It's ok, fellows” he sald when
they left him on the ground with a
shell fragment wound In his chest
and his machine-gun nearby. “The
Jerries pald for It and they'll pay
more."

Soon after they heard the gun
chattering. Ten minutes later it was
silent again and the platoon back
in a new position figured it was all
over for the game fighting man from
Colchester, Conn. #

But the next morning an outpost
saw a soldier struggling for the
American lines. He walked a few
steps, fell, then crawled, then rested.

Two men brought him in. It was
Johnston, weak from his wound and
his bare feet bruised and torn. The
Germans had believed him dead
when they found his prone figure
beside his machine-gun and had
taken his shoes.

He could barely talk but his first
words told of the enemy's location
and enabled American gunners to
put down heavy filre on Nazi gun
positions. '

That was only the final of a re-
markable one-man war that has
earned a recommendation for cita-
tion for Johnston now recovering in
an Army hospital.

It began under the heaviest bar-
rage his company had ever suffered.
! Johnston crouched in his hole be-

Pattack he knew must come up the

came to within hand grenade range
before it broke and tle survivors
turned back. Johnston had dropped
at least 30 men.

Daylight came but it didnt help.
Snipers banged away at any ex-
posed American helmét, Enemy ar-
tillery and mortars peppered the po-
sition and Nazi patrols probed its
flank.

Johnston stuck to fiis gun all day.
A German slipped in too close for
eTective machine-gun fire so John-
ston killed him with a pistol shot.
He borrowed a rifle from another
soldier to bring down another Ger-
man creeping up. Tren an enemy

located his machine-gun to get a
better fleld of fire.

The situation was becoming too
hot, however, and the company was
ordered to withdraw. Johnston vol-
unteered to cover the retreat and
stayed at his gun all night killing
seven Germans who crawled for-
ward. He was the last American to
withdraw.

The new position was just as hot.
Enemy guns ranged in and John-
ston got his wound froh a shell
that dropped ten feet away. It was
then that a further retreat was or-
dered and Johnston was left behind
-because the medic, who had no idea

bullet killed his rifieman. 80 John- |
ston moved the body aside and re-
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Pfc. Willlamm g -
chester, the {irst Connecticut soldier
to receive Amertes:
tion. the Congressional Medal of
Honor will appear tonight at 6:43
o'clock on WTIC. He will be inter-
viewed by George Bowe. He received
his citation for beating off two Ger-
man counterattacks on the Anzio
beachhead. In the same action he
was wounded severely. captured and
escaned. |

The 26-vears-old soldied who was
recently discharged from the Cushe-
e General Hospital at Framing-
ham, Mass. has since received his
honorable discharee from the United |
States Army.

Johuston.  once  an  apprentice |
plumiber al Middletown. was em-|
ploved ust nrior to his enlistment
bv the United Aircraft Corporation
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Memorial stone on the Veterans Green in Colchester, CT




