
A news article from “The New London Day” reported, “Ye Olde 
well replaces the former roadside stand opposite the Colchester 
Center green, which was one of the most popular stands on the 
Hartfore-New London turnpike. A new, ornate story and a half 
building of unique architectural style and striking attractiveness has 
taken its place. With its French plate glass doors, charming dormer 
roof effect, done in colorful mosaic, its attractive old stone flagging 
vestibule leading into a dining and dance room which has some 
remarkable original features, this new dining place should attract 
both local patrons and hungry or thirsty tourists.”


The article went on to describe an “old fashioned stone well” 
with an “oaken bucket (that) dips real, clear, cold, sparkling water 
from one of the finest spring fed wells in this vicinity”. The well was 
located midway between the vestibule and a fireplace in the rear of 
the dining area to one side of the dance floor.
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Rose Duryea ran it in the 
50’s and 60’s and owned 
it with her husband, 
Leroy.

1930’s census says Leroy 
was the proprietor of a 
dance hall

1940’s census says Leroy 
was the proprietor of the 
“Kayrock Inn (Ivy Inn?)”

1950’s census says Leroy 
was the Manager/
Proprietor of a restaurant


