
	 	 	 	 	 	 In the 1910 census, it says Sam Stern was a merchant at a retail 

	 	 	 	 	 	 grocery store. The census of 1920 & 1930, says he was a 

	 	 	 	 	 	 merchant in a dry goods store. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 The 1940 Census indicates that Sam (63 yo) was now the 		 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 proprietor of a package store and his daughter Mary (29 yo) 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 worked there with him as a clerk. His son Nelson (34 yo) was the 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 proprietor of a tavern, daughter Jeannette (27 yo) was a public 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 school teacher, and daughter Evelyn (24 yo) was a stenographer.

	 	 	 	 	 	 By 1950, Sam was still at the package store and Nelson worked

	 	 	 	 	 	 there as a clerk with his father.  Sam died in 1954.

From Commentary Magazine - “Colchester’s Yankee Jews” 

Colchester had a number of settlers who were businessmen 
from the start. As early as 1887, a Shenyan family manufactured 
cigars, and there were two Jewish merchants, Luntz and 
Nahinsky, on Main Street in the early 1890’s. As the community 
grew, others came. Hirsch Cohen ran a butcher shop. Isaac 
Agronovitch, who came from Russia via Brooklyn in 1893, was 
in business at different times in both Chesterfield and 
Colchester. Sam Stern, who started as a peddler at the turn 
of the century, now operates a liquor store on Main Street. 
Its shelves hold, alongside the bottles, old National 
Geographics, a dictionary, a Hebrew Bible, a Siddur, 
Abraham’s Chapters on Jewish Literature, and similar 
volumes. A Hebrew calendar and a Passover Haggadah 
hang on the wall.


